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health officials both battling fear ignorance stubbornness to new scientific advances and yet political and social 
engineering correctness of its day all in the name of finding a way to treat and or prevent smallpox more technically 
called variola The expression MAY THE POX BE UPON YOU was considered one of th The untold story of how 
America s progressive era war on smallpox sparked one of the great civil liberties battles of the twentieth century At 
the turn of the last century a smallpox epidemic swept the United States from coast to coast In this gripping account 
award winning historian Michael Willrich chronicles the government s fight against the outbreak and the ensuing clash 
of modern medicine civil liberties and state power Pox introduces reader From Publishers Weekly Today s 
controversies over vaccinations pale beside the pitched battles fought at the turn of the 20th century to judge by this 
probing work Historian Willrich City of Courts revisits the smallpox epidemic that ravaged the United State 
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