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3 of 3 review helpful Michael Oldstone covers the material very well As a By Teresa Rich Michael Oldstone covers 
the material very well As a virologist I found it interesting and enlightening and I learned some things that I didn t pick 
up in my immunology courses Parts of the book are at a college reading level which may be too detailed for the casual 
reader but the sections on the history of various viral diseas The story of viruses and humanity is a story of fear and 
ignorance of grief and heartbreak and of great bravery and sacrifice Michael Oldstone tells all these stories as he 
illuminates the history of the devastating diseases that have tormented humanity focusing mostly on the most famous 
viruses Oldstone begins with smallpox polio and measles Nearly 300 million people were killed by smallpox in this 
century alone and the author presents a vivid account Readable books about viruses by experts are not plentiful enough 
and the point of this essay is to recommend a recent arrival by the American virologist Michael Oldstone In 17 
chapters the author gives the non specialist reader a complete account of virus 
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