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Harvey Cushing: A Life in Surgery: 

1 of 1 review helpful The founder of modern neurosurgery By Daniel Putman This biography is long and detailed and 
exceptionally well written Bliss had no shortage of material with which to work Harvey Cushing left a wealth of 
papers diaries and letters As others have noted Bliss also did an excellent biography of William Osler Though Osler 
was Cushing rsquo s mentor and medical hero the two could not have been more d Here is the first biography to 
appear in fifty years of Harvey Cushing a giant of American medicine and without doubt the greatest figure in the 
history of brain surgery Drawing on new collections of intimate personal and family papers diaries and patient records 
Michael Bliss captures Cushing s professional and his personal life in remarkable detail Bliss paints an engaging 
portrait of a man of ambition boundless driving energy a fanatical work ethic a As cleanly efficient as a successful 
operation As this solid accessible biography reveals Cushing may have been the very devil to live with but with a 
scalpel in his hand he did God s work Julia Keller Chicago Tribune An absorbing chro 
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