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Cultures of Plague opens a new chapter in the history of medicine Neither the plague nor the ideas it stimulated were 
static fixed in a timeless Galenic vacuum over five centuries as historians and scientists commonly assume As plague 
evolved in its pathology modes of transmission and the social characteristics of its victims so too did medical thinking 
about plague develop This study of plague imprints from academic medical treatises to plague An excellent study It 
will have broad appeal for those interested in the history of plague or responses to epidemic disease for historians of 
local government and administration in Italy and for anyone with an interest in the development of medicine an 
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