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2 of 2 review helpful Hauntingly Poetic By Stephen J Janeczko At first glance this seems like a picture book of creepy
old nut houses looney bins or whatever vernacular you choose Sure you can take that and walk away and be correct in
asense But if you choose to dig deeper you find much more In the later half of the 19th century when mental asylums
were coming into use these grand structures were seen For more than half the nation s history vast mental hospitals
were a prominent feature of the American landscape From the mid nineteenth century to the early twentieth over 250
institutions for the insane were built throughout the United States by 1948 they housed more than a half million
patients The blueprint for these hospitals was set by Pennsylvania hospital superintendant Thomas Story Kirkbride a
central administration building flanked symmetrically by pa Asylum Inside the Closed World of State Mental
Hospitals contains sadly beautiful photographs by Christopher Payne and a masterful essay by Oliver Sacks that
reminds us that state hospitals were not always places of neglect and abuse but also of true
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