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1 of 1 review helpful Couldn t put it down By Cheryl Fuller I found The Last Asylum via a reference to it in an article 
in a Jungian journal I am always intrigued by patient accounts of psychoanalysis so I immediately got the book And it 
certainly did not disappoint Both her account of her analysis and her discussion of the place of the asylum and the 
consequences of its loss are very well written and engaging I recomme In the late 1970s Barbara Taylor then an 
acclaimed young historian began to suffer from severe anxiety In the years that followed Taylor rsquo s world 
contracted around her illness Eventually her struggles were severe enough to lead to her admission to what had once 
been England rsquo s largest psychiatric institution the infamous Friern Mental Hospital in North London The Last 
Asylum is Taylor rsquo s breathtakingly blunt and brave account of ldquo We believe our response to mental illness is 
more enlightened kinder and more effective than that of the Victorians who built the asylums Can we be sure Taylor 
rsquo s somber investigation calling on personal experience challenges complacency 
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