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7 of 7 review helpful sinologists and serious practitioners will enjoy this book By Ted Kaptchuk Where does Chinese 
medicine fit into a modern world guided by science Dr Lei explains the origin of this debate in the early 20th century 
His book explains that that this question was a critical component of how China during the Republican period 
constructed a form of modernity that gave ever shifting space with restrict Neither Donkey nor Horse tells the story of 
how Chinese medicine was transformed from the antithesis of modernity in the early twentieth century into a potent 
symbol of and vehicle for China rsquo s exploration of its own modernity half a century later Instead of viewing this 
transition as derivative of the political history of modern China Sean Hsiang lin Lei argues that China rsquo s medical 
history had a life of its own one that at times directly influe Neither Donkey Nor Horse is thoroughly engaging 
theoretically informed and impeccably researched This complex story though acknowledging the intricacies and 
vagaries of history does not get bogged down in its own detail Instead Lei rsquo s 
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