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Neurosurgery: 

7 of 7 review helpful At times it s sad At other times it s unsettling By QuantumGhost At times it s sad At other times 
it s unsettling Parts even make you laugh It s as much a journey into the humanity of the world of neurosurgery and 
the path to becoming a neurosurgeon as it is a foray into the raw experience of the operating room The fragile tissue 
that houses the self is exposed at the risk of irreversible termi The story of one man s evolution from naive and 
ambitious young intern to world class neurosurgeon With poignant insight and humor Frank Vertosick Jr MD 
describes some of the greatest challenges of his career including a six week old infant with a tumor in her brain a 
young man struck down in his prime by paraplegia and a minister with a 22 caliber bullet lodged in his skull Told 
through intimate portraits of Vertosick rsquo s patients a com For the patient an operation is a single defining moment 
For the neurosurgeon each moment in the operating room represents the culmination of decades spent struggling to 
learn an unforgiving craft When these two join there is drama often too much o 
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