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2 of 3 review helpful Scurvy was everywhere an ever present arm of the Grim Reaper By mwreview During the Age 
of Sail from the time of Columbus to the steam era of the mid 19th century scurvy was the biggest killer of men at sea 
being responsible for more deaths than storms ship wrecks combat and all other diseases combined It presented a slow 
and agonizing death to those afflicted It caused the degeneration of Scurvy took a terrible toll in the Age of Sail killing 
more sailors than were lost in all sea battles combined The threat of the disease kept ships close to home and doomed 
those vessels that ventured too far from port The willful ignorance of the royal medical elite who endorsed ludicrous 
medical theories based on speculative research while ignoring the life saving properties of citrus fruit cost tens of 
thousands of lives and altered the course of many battles From Publishers Weekly From the 15th to the mid 19th 
centuries scurvy caused more deaths at sea than storms shipwrecks combat and all other diseases combined according 
to Bown Sightseers and Scholars In this intriguing book Bown tells how the preventativ 
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