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2 of 2 review helpful Penetrating absorbing study of history of mental retardation By P Kapman Generous and
substantial in both scope and depth thisilluminating study offers a detailed history of mental retardation in the United
States and how the condition was perceived and addressed through time Charting the course from small 1850s schools
offering individualized instruction to the large ingtitutions of the late 19t James W Trent uses public documents private
letters investigative reports and rare photographs to explore our changing perceptions of mental retardation over the
past 150 years He contends that the economic vulnerability of mentally retarded people and their families more than
the claims made for their intellectual or social limitations has determined their institutional treatment This well written
history of mental retardation documents our changing perceptions of the feebleminded Thisis must reading for anyone
interested in this vital subject Replete with shocking photographs and a 40 page reference list A shattering docu
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