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0 of 0 review helpful Minnesota rocks By Robert Wetherille As a native Minnesotan I grew up knowing a bit about the 
Minnesota surgical program I attended med school there 1972 1976 and did my surgical residency at the local trauma 
center Hennepin county medical center The stories recounted ring true I heard some of them from my chief Dr Claude 
Hitchcock mentioned in the book and a mentor the most facile surgeon I Few of the great stories of medicine are as 
palpably dramatic as the invention of open heart surgery yet until now no journalist has ever brought all of the thrilling 
specifics of this triumph to life This is the story of the surgeon many call the father of open heart surgery Dr C Walton 
Lillehei who along with colleagues at University Hospital in Minneapolis and a small band of pioneers elsewhere 
accomplished what many experts considered to be an imposs com The surgeon as rock star mystique seems like it 
must have come straight out of Hollywood but the myth had to begin more concretely A good candidate is Minnesota s 
Dr Walt Lillehei the hard working hard playing father of open heart surgery whose life 
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