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Though the word pharmacology has been used since the 17th century to refer to the study of drugs the modern science 
of pharmacology did not emerge as a distinct discipline until the 19th century when scientists primarily concerned 
with investigating the physiological effects of drugs began calling themselves pharmacologists This is the first 
comprehensive history of the science in the US focusing on John J Abel widely regarded as the father of American 
pharmac From Library Journal Pharmacology has long struggled to rise above its origins in materia medica the ancient 
term for the study of drugs and to distinguish itself from physiology biochemistry and pharmaceuticals Having studied 
in Germany John J Abel the 
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