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In 1884 American physicians discovered the anesthetic value of cocaine and over the next three decades this substance
derived from the coca plant became so popular that it became ironically a public health problem Demand exceeded
supply abuse proliferated The black market produced alegendary underground of cocaine fiends As attempts at
regulation failed Congressin 1914 banned cocaine outright and Americalaunched its longstanding war against now
illegal d Joseph F Spillane has written an immaculate monograph on the drug s early history in the United States of
AmericaHis use of archives and diverse other sources means that he writes with unparalleled authority Richard
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