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3 of 3 review helpful Impeccable research on a controversial subject By EJ This book is a tour de force of public 
health history on a subject that is still considered to be controversial in the United States but emphatically should not 
be Alexandra Lord has managed to trace the history of sex education in America in a manner that is both impeccably 
researched and graced with a fluid and fast paced writing style This history of the U S Public Health Service s efforts 
to educate Americans about sex makes clear why federally funded sex education has been haphazard ad hoc and often 
ineffectual Since launching its first sex ed program during World War I the Public Health Service has dominated 
federal sex education efforts Alexandra M Lord draws on medical research news reports the expansive records of the 
Public Health Service and interviews with former surgeons g From Publishers Weekly Lord a public health historian 
argues that the U S government has spent the past 90 years trying to give Americans frank sex education but the power 
of religious groups and Americans own squeamishness in admitting to having premarital 
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