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This groundbreaking book chronicles the history of sickle cell anemia in the United States tracing its transformation 
from an invisible malady to a powerful yet contested cultural symbol of African American pain and suffering Set in 
Memphis home of one of the nation s first sickle cell clinics Dying in the City of the Blues reveals how the recognition 
treatment social understanding and symbolism of the disease evolved in the twentieth century From Publishers Weekly 
From slavery onward diseases real and imaginary have played significant and complex roles in race relations Wailoo 
professor of social medicine and history at UNC Chapel Hill focuses on one disease sickle cell anemia in one city 
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