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7 of 9 review helpful an important contribution to several fields By Troy Duster Lundy Braun rsquo s manuscript 
Breathing Race into the Machine is a significant achievement ndash at once a major contribution to several fields of 
inquiry including but not limited to the History of Science Epidemiology the Sociology of Knowledge Medical 
Sociology Medical Anthropology and Race and Ethnic Theory Moreover the chapt In the antebellum South plantation 
physicians used a new medical device mdash the spirometer mdash to show that lung volume and therefore vital 
capacity were supposedly less in black slaves than in white citizens At the end of the Civil War a large study of racial 
difference employing the spirometer appeared to confirm the finding which was then applied to argue that slaves were 
unfit for freedom What is astonishing is that this example of racial thinkin 
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