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3 of 3 review helpful Smallpox ayoung Ben Franklin and Freedom of the Press By Ronald H Clark Thisisan
interesting book about the serious smallpox epidemic in Boston beginning in 1721 This very serious disease infected
half of the 11 000 residents of the city It was only abated when the new to America technique of inoculation was tried
by Doctor Zabdiel Bolyston who while folks were dying nonetheless ran into s More than fifty years before the
American Revolution Boston was in revolt against the tyrannies of the Crown Puritan Authority and Superstition This
isthe story of afateful year that prefigured the events of 1776 In The Fever of 1721 Stephen Coss bringsto life an
amazing cast of charactersin ayear that changed the course of medical history American journalism and colonial
revolution including Cotton Mather the great Puritan preacher son of t Idquo As Stephen Coss shows in his deeply
researched account The Fever of 1721 Boston society divided along lines that we would not expect today Smallpox
was finally eradicated in 1979 but our current politics demonstrate that the tensions bet
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