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1 of 1 review helpful Excellent Primer By David S Wellhauser Thisis an excellent primer for the subject of the history
of disease medical science and the popular reactions to epidemics and pandemics If you are well acquainted with the
history it may read as redundant but for those new to the topic it is highly recommended Accessible intelligent adroit
enlightening and entertaining Highly Rec Deaths from epidemic disease are rare in the devel oped world yet in our
technically and medically advanced society an ever present risk of disease has created an industry out of fear As Philip
Alcabes persuasively argues in Dread our anxieties about epidemics often stray from the facts on the ground In a
fascinating exploration of the social and cultural history of epidemics Alcabes delivers adifferent narrative of disease
mdash one that requires tha From Publishers Weekly Starred According to Alcabes an essayist and expert in public
health epidemics fascinate us hopeful projection or not his study provides enough gruesome details and unexpected
sidelights to captivate history fans Looking first at
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