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in that this book is not a work of fiction but rather a scientifically researched analysis of the plague catastrophe and its 
effect on Europe The plague held far reaching implications for every aspect of European society and changed history 
significantly Although the plague seems to be a fairly esoteric Unique sensational and shocking this revelatory book 
provides for the first time a complete Europe wide history of the Black Death The author s painstakingly 
comprehensive research throws fresh light on the nature of the disease its origin its spread on an almost day to day 
basis across Europe Asia Minor the Middle East and North Africa its mortality rate and its impact on history These 
latter two aspects are of central importance here for it is demonstrate From The New England Journal of Medicine 
Two theses form the structure of this book that the Black Death was the bubonic form of the rodent disease Yersinia 
pestis and was spread by fleas and that it killed 60 percent or more of Europe s population with its fi 
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